Board of Directors

Tom grew up in Atwater, where he attended Elementary, Jr High and High School. As a kid, he was
very active in youth sports like Baseball, Football and Basketball. After graduating from High School, Tom at-
tended Merced Junior College while also working in the City Youth Programs for the Atwater Recreational de-
partment. Tom is currently the President of the Atwater-Winton Lions Club, chairing events such as the High
School Speech Contest and High School Baseball Tournament. He is active in his church as a Liturgist and a
member of the Estate Team. He also enjoys days as a Substitute Teacher.

Tom is happily married to Debra Legg, who is also a CASA Volunteer. They have three children and four grandchildren
£ in their family. The grandchildren range in ages from seven months to seven years old. They all reside out of state, so their time

[ is limited, but still very special. Tom first heard about CASA through his daughter, she became involved while attending college in
Colorado. He said, “Her experiences were heart-warming and very encouraging”. Upon his retirement, him and his daughter dis-
cussed activities he could become involved in and she recommended he look into the CASA program through Merced County.

Throughout the time Tom has been a CASA Volunteer, he has enjoyed many experiences with his Kiddo. His most favorite to day was the snow trip to Leland
Snow Play in January 2019. Watching his CASA Kiddo cut loose in the snow, full of smiles, reminded him of why being an Advocate is so important. Tom un-
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“With your Support, Foster Youth can grow up to Change the World.”

¢ Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) of Merced County exists for three
reasons: Youth in Need, Volunteer Advocates and Supporters. Right now, some
756 youth are in foster care in Merced County. This figure, unfortunately, keeps
growing, as does the annual number of new entrants into the system. This past
year, 311 new children and youth in Merced County’s foster youth system.

Though the number of our youth in need continues to grow, this CASA has been
blessed by those of you caring leaders who have volunteered to serve as Advo-
cates. Nurturing role models who help foster youth conquer what comes next, who help to clear the
path, and who help to instill in our young clients a sense of possibility and the prospects of a brighter
future.

By design, the majority of the funding that underwrites the work of CASA staff, Advocates, and volun-
teers comes from you and other incredible supporters. From sponsoring events, to purchasing seats
and tables at our fundraisers, and from providing auction items to opening doors and making con-
nections, you and our Advocates serve as the lifeblood of this organization. Your involvement gives
our foster youth the opportunity to achieve, to grow into adults with meaningful lives, to be contribu-
tors, and to one day make a difference.

Do you know what the following people have in common? Eleanor Roosevelt, Nelson Mandela, Babe

Ruth, Art Linkletter, Ray Charles, Cher, Sylvester Stallone, Steve Jobs and Jim Thorpe. They were all
foster youth. They went through the system and made indelible impacts to the economy, culture and

fabric of our world.

| once told a class of CASA Volunteers, Gandhi once said “The best way to find yourself is to lose
yourself in the service of others”. This is what a CASA Volunteer does and that is why you can make a
difference to that child you are assigned. With your help and support, perhaps the next Louis Arm-
strong (a foster youth) or a self-empowerment guru Dr. Wayne Dyer (a foster youth) will emerge
from among the nearly 800 foster youth in the diverse neighborhoods that __ our country.

In deep appreciation, Henry Strength

Call owr office and see how you con help change the world of a foster youtin
209-722-2272 (CASA)

derstands that our kiddos do not get the normal family outing a nuclear family would and as a result, they miss special trips to the snow, visiting museums,
attending ball games and all other fun activities. The one thing he stresses frequently is “l am not going anywhere, no matter what happens”. Tom feels that
reassurance is a seed well planted.

Tom wants every potential CASA Volunteer to know “You make a difference! It is not all puffy clouds, but if you go home knowing you left your Kiddo

with a hug, smile and a good memory, then you had an outstanding day”. You may not feel as though you are making a difference, but know you do make an
impact with each minute, hour or day you spend with him or her. In addition, always remember why you made the decision to volunteer.

We are so THANKFUL for our CASA Volunteers and all of the wonderful
things you do daily for our Foster Youth!
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