MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR By SHAR HERRERA

Greetings to all of our CASA friends! youth in foster care find permanent homes lives. In Merced County, we are very fortunate
and connections. During National Foster to have a group of professionals and

I'want to thank gou all of you who Care Month, we renew our commitment to volunteers who are passionate about the work
attended The CASA Cup: A Nightatthe  ensuring a bright future for the more than they do. It is not an easy job. We appreciate all
Races. ﬁt was adf;‘;‘ evening thl?thbgought 15\/(1)0 ch(i1 %ren and y%uth in tiosger care iﬁ they do.
In much neeae nds that will help erced County, and we celebrate all those ; ; ;
1n&r/§2§s[§ the1 nutrnber of children assigned  who make a m}éaningful difference in their Ifyou are lcnggrﬁ)sltg%gf Eglll(lﬁlg%t cllli(%gr}églcle
a volunteer. . . -
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iw for children in foster, call our office

May is National Foster Care Month.

vay. C or go to our website at
It’s a time to recognize that we each can

National Foster Care Month 2016 MercedCASA .org.

pla a part in enhancing the liVeS Of = = 2 k! 3 “Honoring, Uniting, and Celebrating Families”

children and youth in foster care. It is | : g Tl ov/oer e ron

also a month set aside to acknowledge ' 23 - YOU CAN MAKE A
foster parents, family members, DIFFERENCE

volunteers, mentors, policymakers, child
welfare professionals, and other members
of the community who help children and

IN THE LIFE OF A CHILD.

calls from prospective volunteers. We
MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT BY MARY MILLER applicd for?a Retims of Crime (VOCA)
Many good things have been Allied Professional Award, which was ac- grant and, if successful, will have the re-
haXEemng at CASA, thus allowing cepted on our behalf in Washington, D.C. by ~ sources to do much more advertising to
CASA to do even more good things for a representative of National CASA. We were  solicit Advocates. Hundreds more foster
the foster children of Merced County. nominated by Congressman Jim Costa, and children in Merced County do not have
First, we held a very successful and fun he announced our selection as awardee at Advocates and would greatly benefit from
spring fundraiser. Entitled the CASA our CASA Cup event. This award is  espe- them. Our highest prlorlt?f is to provide a
up: A Night at the Races, it was cially appropriate for CASA, because, with CASA to every foster child who could
attended by about 330 supporters, many rare exception, foster children are all victims benefit from one.
decked out in fine Derby attire, and all of crime. Our goal is to mitigate the negative In additi . .
having a grand time socializing, eating a impacts on the children through the wonder- ln at mg‘(li to Olir Success 1n attr(aiuiﬂng
fabulous dinner, bidding on auction ful support provided by the Advocates. X0 I e e oF Directors und have
items and, best of all, "betting" (with The beautiful award is proudly on display in  F28 O e o O oo Ve
play money, of course) on exciting horse our office. g(eir.lt. o 1na c egloug hO acquire tment
races, everyone loudly cheering on their . . ) additional memobers whose commitmen
chosen horses. We were able to raise Finally, and most important, we continue to foster children is amazing. We at
substantial funds to continue to train and to attract strong, selfless individuals to serve CASA appreciate all the support,
support Advocates as Advocates. We recently swore in several including financial support, volunteer
: new ones and have just started training for efforts and moral support, that we receive
Second, CASA of Merced County was the next cadre. You may have seen a flyer throughout the county and beyond.
one of only six awardees to receive a included in both the Merced Sun-Star and Together, through all of our efforts, we
national award. We were the only CASA the Los Banos Enterprise. Those flyers will make a difterence in the lives of our
organization in the country to receive the raised awareness and resulted in many phone  foster children.
9
\CASA
I am for the child™ oL -
Lift up a child’s voice.
A child’s life.”
JOIN CASA relies on individual and corporate volunteers and financial partners to make its work possi-

ble. Financial support is needed to recruit, train and supervise advocates. Our VOICES4CASA are

asked to support the organization with an annual donation. We welcome all support , including

VOICES 4 CASA\ \olunteers who can donate time for even just a few hours throughout the year. Join the current
b e group of 143 VOICES4CASA.

Call our office or go to www.MercedCASA.org You can help make a difference!
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COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATES OF MERCED COUNTY Providing support to abused and neglected children in foster care

CASA Notes

CASA of Merced County Honored with Victims’ Rights Caucus Award

April 14, 2016

WASHINGTON, D.C. —
At the annual Congres-
sional Victims’ Rights
Caucus (VRC)Awards
held on Wednesday April
13,2016, Rep. Jim Costa
D-CA) and Rep. Ted Poe
R-TX) honored CASA of
Merced County with the
2016 Allied Professional
Award for the program’s
outstanding service on
behalf of abused and
ne%lected children in
California’s central valley.

“CASA of Merced
County’s board members,
staff and volunteers are
honored to receive this !
national award,” said &
CASA of Merced County Execu-
tive Director Shar Herrera. “Our
volunteer advocates work
tirelessly to provide stability and
hope to the abused, abandoned
and neglected children in foster
care—children who face a bleak
future without the powerful
advocacy of a CASA volunteer.”

According to the Office for
Victims of Crimes, this award
recognizes an individual or indi-
viduals from a specific discipline
outside the victim assistance field
for their service to victims and/or
contribution to the victims’ field.

“Sadly, children in the foster
care system are too often in a
situation where they do not have

\
A

a single person in their life to
trust and rely on,” explained
Congressman Jim Costa. “But
Merced CASA volunteers have
changed that horrible reality for
hundreds of children throughout
the county.”

“CASA works with a mission to
place every child in a safe, loving,
and permanent home. CASA
relies on the work of volunteer
advocates for the interests of
children overlooked b&l society,”
said Congressman Ted Poe (TX-
R). “The Merced CASA is
absolutely deserving of the
Victims’ Rights Caucus’ Allied
Professional Award.”

Volume 4, Issue 2 Spring 2016
A Member of the National CASA Association

o
Phil Ladew, Associate X
and Legal Director of CASA

California CASA, the
state-level CASA
organization expressed
his appreciation for the
VRC’s recognition of

§ Shar and CASA of
Merced’s work on behalf
of children living in the
 foster care system,

|| “because children in
foster care are frequently
| victims of crimes in their
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A VOICE FOR A CHILD

Baby “Eva” was six and a half
months old when she first became
a foster child. “Eva’s” parents
were quite young: her mother
was sixteen years old and her
father was seventeen years old.
Fortunately, a paternal aunt was

willing to have “Eva” placed in
her home. —
Debbie, a CASA
volunteer, was
assigned to “Eva”

regain custody, the court required
both parents take classes to learn
better parenting skills and

practices. Her mother attended

classes erratically and her
father’s participation was non-
existent. After an intervention,
“Eva’s” mother was placed in an
out-of-county facili}y where she
was able to successfully complete
a parenting course and make
sufficient progress toward reuni-
fication with “Eva.”

Ex officio Members

Judge Brian McCabe

Judge John Kirihara
Laura DeCocker, Human

all the parties involved in the case,
she was able to stay well-informed
about “Eva’s” status. When the
father unexpectedly showed up at
the paternal aunt’s home and
dropped off the baby, the paternal
aunt notified the CASA.

The mother decided that she was
not able to care for a baby blZ
herself. Today “Eva” is with her
aunt and uncle. The adoption pro-
cess has begun and “Eva” will be
with family in a stable living

Services Agency

Marge Sadler, Advocate

Executive Director

Shar Herrera
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SPOTLIGHT ON AN ADVOCATE e [&T? Two of the values that CASA
_/'@V <> @ - brings to the table are generosity Contact:
C

Colby frew up in Merced. Her
parents divorced when she was 6
years old and she lived primarily
with her mom and visited her dad
on the weekends. She has one
brother. When she was 12, her
mom remarried and she got 2
step-brothers.

Colby says that CASA is a
special organization because it
allows people in the community
to work with the children that are
the future of OUR community.
Without CASA, many children
would be lost in the foster care
system.

In January of 2012, Colby
started CASA training. During
her time with CASA she has had
three cases, all girls, who, of

course, just love Colby! Her
goals in joining CASA were to
make a difference in the life of a
child, to learn more about the
foster care system and to be
more objective about the way
families live in our community.

Colby is also a Peer Coordina-
tor (while teaching full-time!).
She works with four advocates
to help them see the children
and the family with an objective
point of view. She helps her
advocates understand that the
need to listen and not be quic
to judge. “The kids really just
want someone to listen to them,
no matter how unimportant what
they have to say might sound”.

and acceptance. We can clearly
see those qualities in our
advocates who work tirelessly on
their cases.

Colby has a wonderful husband
and three children. Two of her

Phone: (209) 722-2272
(209) 722-2270

2824 Park Avenue, Suite A
Merced, CA 95348

Fax:

kids stop by the office from time PO Box 2362

to time...they are adorable. Merced, CA 95344
Before Colby started her teach- .

ing job, she worked as the Family MerﬁdCA:ggg;n ail.com

Connection Coordinator in the ~lereedLASA.0rg

CASA office. She has some
interesting stories from those days.
If 1zou see her, you might want to
ask about the family she found
who thought their kids had been
adopted and eventually were
reunited with them as a family.
It’s an amazing story and she was
an important part!

SAVE THE DATE

SAVE THE DATE

SAVE THE DATE

September 17, 2016  CASA Casino Night, Los Banos 0’Banion Auditorium




