
In Merced County, at any moment, over 400 children and youth are in foster care.  
Some have experienced immeasurable neglect and know what it is like to go to bed 
feeling unloved and alone.  Perhaps Mother Teresa said it best: 
 
“Being unwanted, unloved, uncared for, forgotten by everybody, I think that is a much 
greater hunger, a much greater poverty than the person who has nothing to eat.”
         Mother Theresa 
 
The very purpose of CASA of Merced County (Court Appointed Special Advocates) is to 
provide support, mentoring, and a sense of belonging and worth to those youth in our 
neighborhoods that are in the foster children network.  So many of these children have 
been abused, abandoned, or neglected and they have been removed from those 
households and parents for their own protection. 
 
Through a network of volunteers – caring, giving adults just like you – that we call ad-
vocates, these children are connected with community members who volunteer their 
talents and heart-felt support to show foster youth that they are not alone, that they 
are cared for, and that someone is there to help them navigate the road ahead.  

 
Being a volunteer will be one of the most rewarding experiences of your life.  Here is how Gandhi put it: 
 
“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.”  Mahatma Gandhi               
         
Today, CASA of Merced County has community members, from stay-at-home parents to corporate executives 
to caring neighbors from every walk of life, who feel that immeasurable sense of purpose and satisfaction  
because they are advocates for the rights and futures of these once-neglected, unwanted children and youth. 
 
If you are not yet an advocate, let me ask you to lose yourself in the service of others.  We will provide you with 
all of the orientation and training and support that you require and any amount of time you have, however 
minimal or extensive, will be useful and will make a difference in the lives of the youth you will serve. 
 
Beyond serving as an advocate, there are so many other ways to be a “difference maker” for CASA.  From 
hosting a field trip to serving as a role model/speaker to assisting with our annual fundraising events, you are 
needed and wanted.  Just contact the capable administrative staff or any of the advocates and volunteers of 
CASA and we will immediately get you connected.  

 
 

At your service,  
 
Henry N. Strength 
President Board of Directors 
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Join the current group of 163 Voices4CASA members! 
CASA relies on individual and corporate donors and financial partners to make its work possible.  

Financial support is needed to recruit, train and supervise advocates. 

A Message from the Board President: Serving the Uncared  

Henry Strength 
CASA Board President 

I cannot become a CASA Volunteer at this time, how else may I help? 
 

CASA accepts various types of support. In lieu of monetary support, you may instead donate new items to our office. Our Advocates 
spend a great deal of time with their CASA children on outings away from the foster homes or group homes. These outings help create 
a bond of trust and are an important component of the CASA volunteer's role. The Advocates do this out of the kindness of their heart 

but also out of their own pocket. Can you help them with these activities and outings? 

To make a monetary donation, please return 

the enclosed envelope with your preferred 

method of payment or make a secure 1-time 

credit card donation on our website at: 

 

www.mercedcasa.org/donate 

 Food and Gas Gift Cards  

 New Clothing and Shoes 

 New Toys, Games and Books 

 Scholarships for Extracurricular Activities  

 Gift Certificates for Children’s Activities 

 Personal Hygiene Items for Youth 
 

Visit our website to view the full CASA Wish List: 

www.mercedcasa.org/donate/wishlist.html 

In Memory of David Ferro  
Anthony and Diane Neves 

 
In Memory of Linda Smith  

Dorothy Menezes 

In Honor of Dorothy Menezes  
Michael and Mary Ann Charters 

 
In Honor of Chris Ramirez  

Carolyn Ann Vara 

One week stay in  
Cabo San Lucas Resort 

 

Nancy Silva 

Golf Package for 2 at Quail 
Lodge Golf Club in Carmel  

 

Scott & Brooke Silveira 

Monterey Plaza Spa  
Package for Two 

 

Jared & Jeni Brazil 

Crinklaw Fine Art  
Original Painting 

 

Barry & Jeanne McCauley 

Winners of the CASA Fall Fundraiser Prize Drawing: 

Thank you to all who participated in our Fall Fundraiser! Your donations help us to recruit, train and supervise  
current CASA volunteers and those still to come. CASA of Merced County thanks you for your support! 

The children in our CASA program were able to spend their Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday making fun, new  memories. Thanks to 
some very generous individuals (Etcheverry Family & Friends), CASA sent a bus load of our children and Advocates for a day of 

snow play! The bus ride was supplemented with donuts, hot cocoa and many other snacks. The kids had a great time! 

Our VOICES4CASA are asked to support the organization with an annual donation.  
We welcome all support.  You can help make a difference! 

Memorials & Honorariums 



Follow us on 

Social Media! 

 @ MERCEDCASA 
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Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Merced 

County advocate for the best interests of abused and 

neglected children within the court system.   

VOLUNTEER. DONATE. GET INVOLVED. 
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We thank our amazing CASA Volunteers for the remarkable service you provide to foster youth! 

Advocating for abused and neglected children in Merced County since... 
Upcoming CASA of Merced County Events! 

 

Monday, 4/1/19 — CASA Office Closed in Observance of Cesar Chavez Day 

Tuesday, 4/2/19 — CASA Information Meeting, 12:00PM 

Saturday, 4/6/19 — CASA Derby Night Spring Fundraiser, 6:00PM 

Wednesday, 4/10/19 — CASA Information Meeting, 5:30PM 

Monday, 4/15/19 — Class 29 Training Cycle Begins, 5:30PM 

Monday, 5/27/19  — CASA Office Closed in Observance of Memorial Day  

Wednesday, 6/19/19 — Panda Express Fundraiser, 5PM 

Thank you Merced County residents for supporting our fundraiser with “The Cupcake Lady!”  

In support of  Child Abuse Awareness month, CASA is selling 
fabulous t-shirts to raise awareness. Our hope is that  

everyone who purchases a t-shirt will wear it every Friday in 
April. T-shirts are $25 each and are on sale now.  

Please contact the CASA office at 209-722-2272, or email  
clancaster@mercedcasa.org to purchase a t-shirt.   

You can also pay online at  
https://mercedcasa.org/donate/ 

mailto:clancaster@mercedcasa.org
https://mercedcasa.org/donate/makeadonation.html

