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Janet grew up in a small town in southern lllinois, called Sparta. She lived in Sparta
until 1992, when she transferred to World Color Merced (currently Quad Graphics) as an
Account Manager. Janet is an active member in her community. She is Director in the Greater
Merced Kiwanis Club, while also volunteering at Kiddieland in Applegate Park. She also enjoys
volunteering as an usher at Playhouse Merced and Merced Theater.

Volume 8, Issue 2 Spring 2020 Janet works as a substitute Campus Supervisor for the Atwater School District. In her spare time,

she enjoys going to movies and visiting other retirees. She is a mother of two adult children, as well as a
grandmother to two teenage children. Her granddaughter is attending college and her grandson is about to

I am for the child ] be a senior in High School.

= Janet joined CASA after reading an article in the local newspaper. She was drawn to become an

advocate after seeing that there was such a great need for supportive adults to work with foster youth.
Today, Janet enjoys supporting the CASA Staff at the many functions and events they host. Witnessing the joy on the faces of the children
and the advocates when they all come together brings true happiness to Janet.

A message from our Executive Director, Cathie Lancaster

Friends of CASA,

2020 promised to be an exciting year for CASA of Merced County. We were
looking forward to celebrating our TENTH anniversary of serving foster children in
Merced County, planning two in person fundraising events, taking our CASA youth on fun
| summer adventures and training new Advocates. In what seemed like an instant, our
work schedules, our social lives, so many of the patterns and rituals that make up our
daily lives changed. We were thrown into a crisis, and we felt scared—for ourselves and
for our loved ones. Everything changed. We had to quickly become a remote work force
to comply with state and CDC guidelines. We knew we could make it work and we have.
We are still here every day to support our volunteers who are on the front lines of social
work, making sure our kids are safe.

For a child to know that a caring person is always there supporting, encouraging and mentoring them is one of the reasons CASA is
so important for our foster youth. Janet is a caring, outgoing, compassionate individual who is willing to support the organization and the
child. These are just a few qualities that make a wonderful CASA Volunteer.

Janet says, “My advice to a new advocate visiting their youth for the first time would be to realize they are going through a very
traumatic time and to demonstrate a willingness to show them that you are there for them by conveying a genuine concern for their
wellbeing by smiling and listening to them.” She also advises new volunteers to be themselves; try to make your new relationship with the
child as comfortable for them as possible. The children will open up to you in their own time.

The children we serve, all victims of abuse and neglect, experience a similar
sense of fear with the chaos of sudden change. Sadly, the stress is often woven into the fabric of their young lives,
creating patterns that may define their future, their story. Imagine if you can how you would feel if, in the middle
of this pandemic, you were told that you could not live with the person you love, that your new home would be
with strangers in a different city, and maybe your siblings would be in a different home in a different town.

CASA thanks Country Fair Cinnamon Rolls & Catering!

During the month of June, the Merced County Fair hosted Fair Food Friday. Vendors set up at the fair ground and

This is the crisis our children deal with every day, often for years, before a sense of calm is finally o ) i i
sold delicious fair food such as corn dogs, cotton candy, kettle corn, slushies, funnel cake and cinnamon rolls.

restored. This is their reality, and this fear has affected more than 600 children in Merced County!

g CASA would like to thank Country Fair Cinnamon Rolls & Catering out of Oakhurst.

They were one of the delicious vendors that participated in Fair Food Friday's. They donated
$900 of their profits to CASA! At a time when everyone is struggling to keep their business
open, their families safe and life as normal as possible, it is wonderful to be the recipient of an
act of kindness! Thanks to Country Fair Cinnamon Rolls & Catering, CASA is able to help put
smiles on the face of our kiddos, the abandoned, abused and neglected foster youth in Merced
County!

Even COVID-19 cannot stop our mission to assure a safe, nurturing home for all abandoned, abused and/
or neglected foster youth by providing a highly trained volunteer to advocate for them in the court system. Our
volunteers have continued with their regular visits, even though they look a little bit different right now.
Volunteers have learned how to use Zoom, FaceTime or Skype to communicate with their kiddos as well as calling
and texting. They have learned to play games and do craft projects over the phone. Some are even having
"socially-distant" conversations from across the lawn. Through the entire crisis, CASA volunteers have had their
eyes on the kids.

While | cannot say that | am surprised by the unwavering dedication our volunteers have to the children
they serve, | will say that | am so thankful we have a committed group of over 100 volunteers who have been

fiercely advocating for children throughout this pandemic. | am so grateful for their steadfast commitment. /
_ o Thank you to our Anonymous Donor!
Thanks to you our wonderful supporters, most of these children do not have to face this crisis alone.

CASA of Merced County has advocated for over 100 children in 2020. We hope we can count on you to continue
your support of CASA this year, just as we count on CASA volunteers to continue their advocacy. Even the
COVID-19 pandemic cannot stop our volunteers from making sure their CASA children are cared for in a safe
environment, and have what they need to thrive.

CASA of Merced County has continuously built on its strong in Merced and one in Los Banos) have been cancelled due to
foundation to recruit, train and support dedicated and committed COVID-19. As with many other businesses, the loss of funding
volunteer advocates and our success depends upon recruiting brings concern. CASA was very blessed this year and last year by
volunteer Advocates to serve the more than 600 foster children in an extremely generous anonymous donor. We received a donation
Merced County. of $15,000. The timing could not have been better. Even COVID-19

We believe human connection has the power to change cannot stop our mission to advocate for the best interests of abused

lives. Our work advocating for children who are in the protective @nd neglected children within the court system by providing a highly g
care of the court draws its strength from the trained volunteer to advocate for them. The $15,000 '+_

incredible individuals in our community who %
e“‘\_

In this time of uncertainty, there is hope - that together we can do extraordinary things. We know we are
in this together, with our neighbors, family, friends, co-workers and that brings some comfort. It is a crisis, but we
will get through it together.

During a time when so much is unknown, | realize you must have plenty on your mind. It is not easy to
ask you to also think of the hundreds of children we serve every year. However, | am asking, for them, for every
child we are serving today, and for the children on our waiting list. Each of them has a story, and we want them to
be safe through their crises. CASA will be there for these children because of, and thanks to our generous donors.
Please consider making a gift today and help CASA help many more children.

step forward - in good times and bad - to let \ :

our most vulnerable population of children| '\ W foster youth in Merced County.

know that they are not alone. \5 It is our hope our wonderful and generous 5
Merced CASA depends on the anonymous donor receives our ngwslettgr so he or 7%

generosity of the community for financial she can see how much we appreciate this wonderful g

support. This year two annual fund raisers (one act of kindness and generosity!

If you are interested in becoming an Advocate and helping foster youth, please contact the CASA office at
209-722-2272 or visiting our website www.mercedcasa.org.
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